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The enemy is coming in like a flood, 
events worldwide convince us of great 

opposition to Christian faith, and we see the 
prophetic scriptures and signs of the end of 
the age being fulfilled before us. 

As believers in the Lord Jesus, while we may 
be perplexed at situations the church faces 
both as individuals and corporately, we do not 
fall into despair, knowing our God is on the 
throne and has ultimate control over all. We 
know He is there for His redeemed people 
and will not leave us nor forsake us, and 
according to His promise will fulfill His good 
purpose in our lives (Phil. 1:6). Even so, it is 
essential that we are prepared and equipped 
to be victorious overcomers, and so the theme 
of this magazine to complement that of the 
Southwest Bible Week.

We stand in great need of the Lord’s help, 
He will not fail us. We must keep our lamps 
trimmed and burning, and be ready, yes there 
is a flood, but the King is coming!. 
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Pastor John Angliss
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At the time of writing, we are all looking 
forward greatly to the South West Bible 
Week with its challenging theme, “When 
the enemy shall come in like a flood, the 
Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard 
against him“ (Isaiah 59:19).
 
This is an urgent and timely theme as 
we see the days getting darker and 
much of the church seems unaware of 
exactly what is happening. This theme 
poses a number of questions. Do we 

know who our enemy really is? Are we 
aware of the strategies of principalities 
and powers and also evil spirits? Are 
we ignorant of his devices? (2 Cor. 2:11; 
Gk. noema - thoughts, purposes and 
designs); expressed in another Scripture, 
“stand against the wiles” (Eph. 6:11; Gk. 
methodeias - methods, different means, 
plans and schemes used to deceive 
entrap, enslave and ruin the souls of 
men) of the enemy. Ephesians 6:12 
clearly describes the scope and sphere 

Dear friends,   

“DO WE KNOW 
WHO OUR ENEMY 

REALLY IS? ARE 
WE AWARE OF THE 

STRATEGIES OF 
PRINCIPALITIES 

AND POWERS 
AND ALSO 

EVIL SPIRITS?”
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of the battle, and we need to know how 
these satanic powers operate and be 
able to recognize their strategies. For 
many Christians, this Scripture is, “we 
wrestle NOT” - full stop!
 
Once we understand the real nature 
of the battle, then we will need to 
understand how the Spirit of the Lord 
raises up a standard against the enemy 
of our souls. We will discover that God 
has given us weapons, both defensive 
and offensive which we have to learn to 
use. These are both individual and also 
corporate in their usage. 2 Corinthians 
10:5 tells us that, “the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God, to the pulling down of 
strongholds. Casting down reasonings, 
and every high thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God.” This 
battle starts in the individual’s mind 
and its climax is in powerful mindsets 
birthed by godless satanic principalities 
and powers. These principalities are 
first fully revealed in the book of 

Daniel, particularly chapters 9 and 10 
onwards and operate under Satan who 
is the, “prince of the power of the air” 
(Ephesians 2:2), and is the mastermind 
behind these cohorts who operate in 
geographical areas in various parts of the 
world. Their strategies operate through 
corporate strongholds and birthed 
through godless men and systems (e.g. 
communism, interalia). However the fall 
of man started with a thought suggested 
to Adam and Eve, and so we as 
Christians need to know how to protect 
our thought life. I have discovered that 
many Christians are lacking in this area.

DEFENSIVE WEAPONS
With regards to defensive weapons, 
these are clearly listed in Ephesians 
6:14-16, and then offensive weapons, 

A UNITED CHURCH 
WALKING WITH THE LORD 
AND OBEYING ALL THE 
PROMPTINGS OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT IS POWERFUL.
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particularly the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. Then verse 18, 
praying in the Spirit and watching. In the 
corporate sense, we see the application 
of this in such passages as Acts 4:23-32. 
Acts describes how the church should 
operate. I am always challenged by 
Paul’s revelation in Ephesians 3:10, “To 
the intent that now unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places, might 
be known by the church, the many sided 
wisdom of God.“ A united church walking 
with the Lord and obeying all the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit is powerful. 
How many churches  do we know that 
can operate like that, and so we know 
the reason why Satan does everything 
he can to bring disunity and discord, 
Jesus taught in Matthew 5 that, “we are 
the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world”, but if we are not that, we shall 
be cast out and trodden under the foot of 
men. What an important ministry we are 
supposed to have on the earth.

OFFENSIVE WEAPONS
With regards to offensive weapons, we 
have already listed the word of God. To 
this we may add, the blood, the word of 
our testimony (Revelation 12:11), prayer, 
praise (Acts 16:25-26; 2 Chronicles 20), 
preaching, testimony, fasting, the name 
of Jesus (John 15:16). If two believers 
‘led into agreement’ can be so powerful 
in prayer (Matt: 18:19; not just ad 
hoc deciding to agree on something!), 
what will happen when a united group 
of believers prays! Please also note 
Matthew 18:15-17, when believers 
refuse to try and put things right, how 
does the Lord view that? We have 
seen so much of this  in recent years, 
and then they resign from churches 

or organisations. CMFI has publicly 
commented on such in its website. The 
New Testament is us and our, not me and 
my! All of Paul’s writings are to corporate 
companies of believers. We also need all 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit in this battle (1 
Corinthians 1:7); for examples see: 1Tim. 
1:18 (Paul’s instruction to Timothy); 
Acts 16:16ff (A demon possessed girl 
delivered); Acts 19 with 1Cor. 15:32 
(Paul and the ‘wild beasts’ at Ephesus). 
 
As a pastor for 40 years, and preaching 
God’s word for 57 years, I now feel a 
little qualified to say I have learned a 
little of Satan’s strategies and am still 
learning. He is incapable of original 
thought. Study the seven churches in 
Revelation if you wish to learn some 
of these. Many of these strategies are 
revealed in God’s word, and we can 
also learn them from church history, 
sometimes through bitter experience. 
Somebody once said, “the one thing we 
learn from history is that we never learn!“ 
Over the years, I have observed the same 
strategies again and again in different 
places. Let’s learn from other people’s 
mistakes and experiences.
 
May the 2024 Bible week be the start 
of God’s people being quickened and 
receiving revelation on the above truths. 
May the Lord visit us in a sovereign way 
which will affect us from now on and 
until the Lord returns very soon. May 
each speaker be so led of the Lord in their 
messages, that our eyes may be opened 
as never before for the final battles in 
these last days, and that we may know 
how to overcome and be victorious.

Maranatha. 
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In the run up to this year’s South West 
Bible Week I have just completed 
a series of teachings in our local 

fellowships on the often-misunderstood 
subject of understanding God’s 
judgement (not to be confused with 
God’s judgements). When David writes 
of the judgements of the Lord, he is 
referring to God’s instructions passed 
down to His people through His word. 
In His word, a faithful God lists all 
the blessings that will come upon His 
covenant people when keeping His 
instructions, that is, His judgements. 
However, He also details the very serious 
ramifications that will occur when they 
do not. It is those ramifications that 
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we tend to think of as being God’s 
judgement. Thus, David is able to write 
that the judgements of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether and are much 
to be desired, for by them His servant 
is warned and in keeping them there is 
great reward. In short, in regard to God’s 
judgement (the serious ramifications that 
occur when God’s covenant people fail 
to keep His judgements), His servants 
can never say that they have not been 
warned. Moreover, it is evident from 
Scripture that God will always hold those 
who know Him, those to whom He has 
revealed Himself, (His covenant people), 
to a higher standard than the rest of the 
world. In Amos 3:1-2 we read,

7 The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul;
The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple;

8 The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes;

9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever;
The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,
Yea, than much fine gold;

Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.
11 Moreover by them Your servant is warned,
And in keeping them there is great reward

Psalm 19:7-11 (NKJV)



Hear this word that the Lord has 
spoken against you, O children of 
Israel, against the whole family which 
I brought up from the land of Egypt, 
saying: “You only have I known of all 
the families of the earth; Therefore, I 
will punish you for all your iniquities.”

JUDGEMENT IN LOVE
In Old Testament times, having revealed 
His word to Jacob, His statutes and His 
judgements to Israel (Psalm 147:19), 
because He had not dealt thus with any 
other nation, and, “as for His judgments 
they had not known them”, He clearly 
holds them to higher account. And being 
that God is immutable, that is He changes 
not, the historical Biblical account of how 
He deals with His people Israel, whom 
He loves, settles a significant question for 
us. Namely, does God bring judgement 
against those He loves? 

Well, does He love Israel? Undeniably, 
“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting 
love” (Jer 31:3). Does He bring judgement 
against Israel? You bet he does! Anyone 
who knows their Bible understands this 
and knows, that in several places, its 
pages describe in eyewatering detail 
the severity of God’s judgement that He 
brings against them. However, before we 
can move on to consider how the actions 
of an immutable God can thus be applied 
today to the church, the thought that 
God brings judgement on those He loves, 
gives rise to a further question, “Why?” 

Certainly, the word of God says, to 
punish them. However, this is not cruel 
punishment in the sense that some think 
of punishment. Anyone that knows God 
understands that ‘punishment’ (as with 
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‘wrath’ and ‘judgement’) is not among His 
moral attributes. Rather, it is a necessary 
response borne out of His moral attributes, 
which are holiness, righteousness (justice), 
love (mercy and goodness), and truth 
(faithfulness). In other words, faced with 
injustice, a righteous and just God must 
respond accordingly. If He does not, He 
is not a righteous and just God at all. 
However, because He cannot change, with 
every ounce of judgement He metes out, 
God remains holy, loving, merciful and 
good, true and faithful. He can be and do 
no other, it is who He is. Therefore, if the 
purpose of bringing judgement against 
those He loves is to punish them, it is 
punishment with a purpose. And that 
purpose is to do them good and bring 
them back to Him. Allow me to show you 
just a couple of examples:

FIRST, TO DO THEM GOOD
Consider the Hebrew slaves delivered 
from bondage and brought up out 
of Egypt by God’s mighty hand and 
outstretched arm. It should have been an 
eleven-day hike from there to the land 
of promise. However, their exodus took 
them forty years in the ‘great and terrible’ 
wilderness to complete. Who on earth 
was responsible for leading them? Surely 
someone must have lost the compass or 
got the map upside down! Absolutely 
not. It was God Himself that was leading 
them all the way, 

And you shall remember that 
the Lord your God led you all the way 
these forty years in the wilderness, 
to humble you and test you, to know 
what was in your heart, whether you 
would keep His commandments or 
not (Deut 8:2).

TIME TO AWAKE



Every provision of His, every affliction, 
every trial and test they endured in the 
wilderness was to humble them and to 
test them, to know what was in their 
heart. But as revealed in verse 16 of the 
same chapter, it was to do them good 
in the end. Now, the sad fact was that 
despite all that He had done for them, 
many had forgotten Him, and their hearts 
were not toward Him. Therefore, as we 
are informed in Jude 1:5, “But I want to 
remind you, though you once knew this, 
that the Lord, having saved the people 
out of the land of Egypt, afterward 
destroyed those who did not believe.” 
1 Corinthians 10:5 informs us that this 
was most of them, “But with most of 
them God was not well pleased, for their 
bodies were scattered in the wilderness.” 

Therefore, we may establish that it was a 
remnant that ‘passed the test’ and escaped 
the judgement (a thought we must return 
to later when considering God’s dealing 

11SUMMER 2024

with the church). So, being that God 
destroyed those who did not believe, 
how could God’s intention have been to 
do them good in the end? Well, I have no 
doubt that God who searches such things, 
already knew the intent of their hearts. 
Therefore, He could have spared them 
forty years of wilderness experience by 
destroying them on day one. However, 
without the evidence that their hearts 
were not toward Him, that would have 
been unjust. Moreover, it is not God’s 
will that anyone should perish but that 
all should come to repentance. And by 
feeding them celestial food, giving them 
water from the rock, healing them from 
the deadly bites of venomous snakes and 
providing them with clothes and sandals 
that didn’t wear out, He did everything 
He could during those forty years, to 
turn their hearts back to Him. The forty 
years, though a test, was because of 
God’s longsuffering toward them and His 
intention, to do them good in the end.

ANYONE THAT KNOWS 
GOD UNDERSTANDS 
THAT ‘PUNISHMENT’,  IS 
NOT AMONG HIS MORAL 
ATTRIBUTES. RATHER, IT IS 
A NECESSARY RESPONSE 
BORNE OUT OF HIS MORAL 
ATTRIBUTES, WHICH ARE 
HOLINESS, RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
LOVE, AND TRUTH.



SECOND, TO BRING THEM BACK
It was not only to do them good in 
the end, but also to bring them back 
to Him in repentance. One only has to 
read Amos 4 to note the purpose of the 
terrible afflictions that God visited on 
Israel during the prophet’s time - the 
repetitive cry heard throughout Amos 4 
being, “Yet you have not returned to Me, 
says the Lord.” He was not seeking to 
destroy them, but to bring them back to 
Him, just as He longs for His people to 
come back to Him to this day. And whilst 
He waits, He remains longsuffering. That 
is also why the prophetically named 
Methuselah, the oldest man recorded 
in the Bible lived to be 969 years old. 
Another amazing illustration of God’s 
longsuffering toward man. He withheld 
the judgement of the worldwide flood 
for as long as Methuselah lived and 
all the while He sent Noah, a preacher 
of righteousness, to build an ark and 
provide a way of escape for all those who 
would repent. However, in the end it was 
just a remnant of eight people that took 
to it before God shut up the doors. And it 
is also why Jesus Christ, the coming King, 
has yet to return to earth to judge the 
nations, 

The Lord is not slack concerning 
His promise, as some count slackness, 
but is longsuffering toward us, 
not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repentance.  
But the day of the Lord will come 
as a thief in the night, in which the 
heavens will pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements will melt 
with fervent heat; both the earth and 
the works that are in it will be burned 
up (2 Peter 3:9-10).

Therefore, it is God that leads in the 
wilderness, it is God that humbles and 
tests, and through doing so, it is God 
who reveals that which is in the heart. 
However, in doing so, He is always 
longsuffering toward us, not willing 
that any should perish but that all 
should come to repentance. And having 
previously explained that He will hold 
those to whom He has revealed Himself 
to higher account, in this matter, we can 
now turn our attention from Israel to the 
church, as now is the time for the church 
to be humbled and tested,

THE HOUSE OF GOD
For the time has come for judgment 
to begin at the house of God; and if it 
begins with us first, what will be the 
end of those who do not obey the 
gospel of God (1 Peter 4:17).

In the preceding verses Peter writes, 
“Beloved, do not think it strange 
concerning the fiery trial, which is to 
try you, as though some strange thing 
happened to you” (v.12), further evidence 
of tests and trials, tests and trials that 
will reveal the condition of our hearts 
toward God. Referring to 1 Peter 4:17, 
Barnes’ Bible Notes say this,

“The word “judgment” here (krima), 
seems to mean “the severe trial 
which would determine character.” 
It refers to such calamities as would 
settle the question whether there 
was any religion or would test the 
value of that which was professed. It 
was to “begin” at the house of God, 
or be applied to the church first, in 
order that the nature and worth of 
religion might be seen. The reference 
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is, doubtless, to some fearful calamity 
which would primarily fall on the 
“house of God;” that is, to some form 
of persecution which was to be let 
loose upon the church.”

Brethren, in conclusion, I am firmly of the 
view that another fearful calamity has 
befallen the house of God. In this day, 
the church is afflicted with perversion 
and wickedness from within. A flood of 
unrighteousness has overcome it, and 
many are swept away with it. Could it be 
that it is God’s judgement on His house? 
That before the Lord Jesus returns to 
judge the world for its depravity, He must 
first begin with the church? I believe so. 
I believe that God is in it. That in many 
of the issues confronting the body of 
Christ today, God is humbling and testing 
us to know what is in our heart - but it 
is to do us good in the end and call us 
back to Him. Sadly, as it was that not all 
of Israel had a right heart toward God, 
similarly, not everyone who professes to 
be a Christian has a right heart toward 
Him either and likewise, most will be 
destroyed in the wilderness. However, 
as with Israel, once again, there will 
be a faithful remnant that will make it 

through, and they will be led by the Spirit 
of God. 

Today, the enemy has indeed come in like a 
flood, but be encouraged. My message to 
you is that having done so, the Lord has said 
that His Spirit, the Spirit of the Lord will lift 
up a standard against him. It is happening 
as we speak. A sifting, a separation is taking 
place within the church. Before our very 
eyes it is being revealed who will keep the 
judgements of God and who will not. My 
prayer for us is that we might be found 
worthy to be counted among the remnant, 
who will come through the judgement 
praising and rejoicing in the Lord.

Though the fig tree may not blossom,
Nor fruit be on the vines;
Though the labour of the olive may fail,
And the fields yield no food;
Though the flock may be cut off from  
the fold,
And there be no herd in the stalls—
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord,
I will joy in the God of my salvation.
The Lord God is my strength;
He will make my feet like deer’s feet,
And He will make me walk on my high 
hills (Habakkuk 3:17-19). 
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IT IS GOD THAT LEADS IN THE 
WILDERNESS, IT IS GOD THAT 
HUMBLES AND TESTS, AND 
THROUGH DOING SO, 
IT IS GOD WHO REVEALS 
THAT WHICH IS IN THE HEART.
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GREAT WATERS
Scripture often uses the picture of 
waters as a metaphor for nations, and 
often specifically for those nations 
who are enemies of the Lord’s people 
(see Isa. 55:9; Jer. 46:7,8; 47:1; Hab. 
3:8; Rev. 17:1, 15). As disciples of 
Jesus our enemies can come in many 
forms, from family and friends who 
cannot accept our belief in Jesus, 
through to governments who plan 
wholesale persecution of the saints 
with programmes and laws devised to 
restrict the activities of Bible-believing 
Christians. We do know that our 
greatest enemy is the devil, and that he 
works through human channels, and we 
must always remember that our war is 
not against flesh and blood but against 
principalities, powers, rulers of the 
darkness of this age, and the spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in heavenly places 
(Eph. 6:12). We need to know that at 



such times, the Lord is there for us, and 
will give all the help we need, and for 
which He has promised, “When you 
pass through the waters, I will be with 
you” (Isa. 43:2, cf. Ps. 66:12). Psalm 32 
helps us to understand what is needed 
so that, like David, we may find that 
place of safety and security in the Lord 
during those times when enemies and 
circumstances disrupt our lives.
 
SINS FORGIVEN
(Ps. 32:1,2) 
Right at the beginning of the Psalm 32 
David rejoices in the blessing of sins 
forgiven. David knew what it was to 
fall deep into sin (2Sam. 11), to be then 
convicted of his sin (2Sam. 12), and then 
to find forgiveness and restoration of 
relationship with God (see Psalm 51). 

In Romans Paul makes much of the first 
verses of Psalm 32, using them in his 
teaching about justification by faith. 
Both David and Paul understood that 
to be forgiven sins and to be declared 
righteous in God’s sight is something 
only God Himself can grant, that it is 
not something that can be achieved by 
human effort, but only by the grace and 
mercy of God. Scripture makes it clear 
that all have sinned, all fall short of the 
glory of God, that no one is righteous 
in God’s sight, and that no one can earn 

 BEFORE ONE CAN KNOW GOD’S 
BLESSINGS, THERE MUST BE A 
CLEANSING FROM SIN, AN ACCOUNTING 
AS RIGHTEOUS, AND THEREBY 
RESTORATION OF RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GOD. 

God’s favour by good deeds. We also 
know that sin separates from God, that 
there is no peace for the wicked, and 
that the wages of sin is death. Essential 
then, that before one can know God’s 
blessings, there must be a cleansing 
from sin, an accounting as righteous, and 
thereby restoration of relationship with 
God. In this sense we can consider the 
blessing of the forgiveness of sins as 
the greatest of all blessings, for without 
forgiveness from God Himself there 
can be no relationship with Him, and no 
entering into the rich blessings of His 
kingdom.
 
CONVICTION OF SIN
(Ps. 32:3-5) 
Verses 3 to 5 describe David’s experience 
of being convicted of his sin, what he 
describes is not a pleasant experience 
- his bones feel old, he groans, he 
feels God’s hand heavy upon him, his 
vitality is dried up. The burden of his 
sin weighs heavy upon him, and he will 
find no release until he acknowledges 
and confesses his transgressions to the 
Lord. Though unpleasant we should 
not consider this a bad experience. 
When Nathan (as a type of the Holy 
Spirit) went to David and by a parable 
convicted him of his sin, it was an act of 
God’s mercy toward David. When Jesus 
said that when the Holy Spirit comes 
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He will convict the world of sin and 
righteousness and judgment (Jn. 16:8), 
He was not telling us something bad. It 
is God’s great mercy to send the Holy 
Spirit to reveal to those who are dead in 
trespasses and sin that they are sinners 
and in danger of eternal condemnation. 
Paul wrote that, “the goodness of God 
leads you to repentance” (Rom. 2:4). 
Almighty God wants us to know that we 
are sinners. Why? So that we will look 
for a Saviour from sin, may behold His 
Son dying on the cross on our behalf, and 
call on Him for forgiveness and the gift 
of eternal life. On the day of Pentecost 
following Peter’s preaching about the 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus it 
is recorded for us that, “they were cut 
to the heart,” and they said to Peter, 
“… what shall we do?” Peter told them 
to repent and be baptised, resulting in 
3,000 souls saved (Acts 2:37ff) - the God 
who is not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance 
and receive salvation through His Son, 
empowered the preaching of the gospel 
and granted the hearers repentance unto 
life.

If we sincerely desire lost souls to find 
salvation and enter into a life of blessing 
from God, they must be confronted with 
the truth and reality of the consequences 
of sin, that they by God’s mercy might 
seek forgiveness and call on Jesus. 
Before Jesus returned to heaven He 
told His disciples that, “repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached 
to all nations” (Lk. 24:46, 47), that 
instruction remains a prime objective 
of the church to this day. Sin separates 
from God, and it is surely impossible that 
He would compromise His holiness by 

appearing to reward sin and ungodliness 
with His blessing. The greatest blessing 
we can bring to lost souls is the truths 
of the gospel concerning sin and 
repentance, it is essential that the Holy 
Spirit works with us convicting of sin, 
and so we may present sinners with the 
opportunity to call on the name of Jesus 
for forgiveness and salvation.
 
PRAYER
(Ps. 32:6a) 
Having received forgiveness for his sins 
David’s thoughts turn to prayer, saying 
in verse 6, “For this cause everyone 
who is godly shall pray to You in a 
time when You may be found.” The 
context here, following on from the 
previous verses is the great blessing 
of sins forgiven following conviction of 
sin and repentance. What is the psalm 
telling us here? I believe it speaks 
of intercessory prayer born out of a 
Biblically correct understanding of sin, 
of its consequences, of the need for the 
convicting work of the Holy Spirit, and of 
the joy of sins forgiven. A sinner saved 
ought to be full of thankfulness for the 
grace and mercy of the Lord, and full 

 THE GREATEST 
BLESSING WE 

CAN BRING TO 
LOST SOULS IS 

THE TRUTHS 
OF THE GOSPEL 

CONCERNING SIN 
AND REPENTANCE. 



 HOW VITAL THAT 
BELIEVERS KEEP THEIR 
FEET ON THE ROCK, 
AND KNOW HOW TO 
FIND THAT PLACE OF 
SAFETY IN THE LORD’S 
HIDING PLACE. 
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of the joy of salvation, but also gain a 
new understanding that, without God’s 
mercy and without knowing Jesus, others 
remain lost, separated from God and 
without hope of eternal life - and so 
begins a life of intercessory prayer for the 
salvation of the lost. 

With the words, “in a time when You 
may be found,” David brings in a sense 
of urgency to his prayers, and something 
which ought to concern us today. The 
day of salvation is going to end (2Cor. 
6:2; 2Pet. 3:7-9), and many saints see 
that time coming soon, perhaps in our 
own generation. We need this sense of 
urgency in the church as we draw nearer 
the time of the end, prayer for the lost 
is vital, along with prayer for a purified, 
Holy Spirit empowered church that 
continues, despite intense opposition, 
to witness and preach the gospel to the 
lost.

(While not the theme of this article, 
we should note, it is following David’s 
mention of prayer, and finding a hiding 
place in the Lord, that in Psalm 32:8,9 
the Lord speaks of giving instruction and 

guidance - we cannot expect to hear 
clearly from the Lord until we humbly, 
and with a pure, open, surrendered heart, 
meet with Him in prayer in the deep 
intimacy of His presence; cf. Ps. 24:3-5; 
Ps. 95:6-8).
 
A FLOOD OF GREAT WATERS 
(Ps. 32:6b)
From the days of the book of Acts 
through to the present day, Jesus’ 
disciples have faced the floods of 
persecution, and we should expect an 
intensification of persecution as the 
rapture, the appearing of the antichrist, 
and the day of wrath draw ever nearer. 
How vital that believers keep their feet 
on the rock, and know how to find that 
place of safety in the Lord’s hiding place. 
That safety is not necessarily physical, 
it is the assurance of knowing all is 
in our Heavenly Father’s hands, and 
that despite the trials and tribulations 
He will see us through to our eternal 
home. Jesus told us to, “not be afraid of 
those who kill the body” and to know 
that, “the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered” (Lk. 12:4-7). Psalm 32 
teaches there is a hiding place for those 
who having confessed and repented, 
know their sins are forgiven, are rejoicing 
in their salvation, and know and maintain 
intimate relationship with the Lord 
through prayer.

Take David’s example: live daily in the 
grace of God; acknowledge, confess and 
repent of sins; rejoice in salvation; make 
the Lord your hiding place, trusting Him 
in all, knowing, “many sorrows shall be 
to the wicked, but he who trusts in the 
Lord, mercy shall surround Him” (Ps. 
32:10). 
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 WITHOUT GOD’S MERCY 
AND WITHOUT KNOWING 
JESUS, OTHERS REMAIN 
LOST, SEPARATED FROM 
GOD AND WITHOUT HOPE 
OF ETERNAL LIFE - AND 
SO BEGINS A LIFE OF 
INTERCESSORY PRAY ER 
FOR THE SALVATION OF 
THE LOST. 



Behold, how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in 

unity! For the first time, we held the CMFI 
annual conference in New Testament 
Pentecostal Church, Ballynahinch, 
Northern Ireland from Monday 29th April 
to Wednesday 1st May 2024.

Ministers travelled in from across the 
UK and Ireland as well as from DR 
Congo and India with other members 
able to listen live online. We had several 
ministry reports from other brethren pre 
recorded, which enriched our fellowship.

The theme this year was “Preparing 
for the Marriage Supper” and we 
were truly blessed as each message 

CMFI 
NEWS

Pastor Tim McIlwrath 
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CMFI ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 
2024 REVIEW



blended together and the saints were 
strengthened and encouraged with a 
sweet sense of fellowship.

The great benefit of holding the 
conference in a local assembly is the 
opportunity for the body to serve and for 
all to experience the uniqueness of the 
fellowship of saints. The local believers 
excelled in serving us to which we give 
the glory to God! 

One of the highlights, was the 
opportunity to honour Pastor Willie Dick 
and his wife Evelyn for their service to 
the Lord over many years. As one of their 
many chapters in ministry have come to 
an end in Letterkenny, we as a council, 
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believed it right and proper to honour 
this wonderful couple and bless them. 

There is no replacement for the physical 
gathering of the body of Christ. There 
are many tools we use today for 
communication, but to gather is critical, 
and much the more as we see the 
day approach. This is what Paul said 
concerning physical fellowship,“the 
fellowship of the mystery, which from 
the beginning of the world hath been hid 
in God, who created all things by Jesus 
Christ: To the intent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known by the church the 
manifold wisdom of God” (Eph 3:9,10).

Livestream, Zoom and all these tools 
have a place, but they cannot produce 
the above! To God be the Glory for a 
blessed Conference!  
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GRAIN 
FOR THE 
FAMINE

Book Reviews, and encouragement to read good Christian books.

24 TIME TO AWAKE

It is essential that we have a 
good understanding of spiritual 

warfare, there is much written 
on the subject, sadly much of it 
is not true to the teachings of 
the Bible, and can mislead. We 
would exhort you to take great 
care when choosing books to 
read on the subject, and to test 
everything against Scripture. 
The following books are 
recommended by members of the 
CMFI Council, and believed by us 
to contain sound teaching which 
will equip and help.

RECOMMENDED 
READING ABOUT 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE
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Summary from his website: “Derek Prince 
explains the battle that is waging right 

now between the forces of God and the forces 
of evil. Discover the truths about the nature of 
the battle so you can: put on your defensive 
armour; counter the devil with offensive 
weapons of attack; tear down the enemy’s 
strongholds; learn the keys to overcoming 
Satan’s assaults; help others to do the same.” 

From the back cover: “Bestselling 
author and Bible teacher Derek 

Prince explores the inner workings of 
this intense conflict. His accessible, 
in-depth exploration will help you 
identify the devil’s unchanging 
tactics, seize your biblical weapons 
and learn to wage war against the 
forces of evil around you.” 

Spiritual 
Warfare
Author: 
Derek Prince

Arthur Neil is best known for 
his ministry to the former 

witch Doreen Irvine resulting in 
her deliverance from 16 demons, 
and to which she gave testimony 
in her book, “From Witchcraft to 
Christ”. These two volumes will 
help to understand Satan’s activities 
and tactics. You will find wisdom 
and insights from a minister who 
was much used by the Lord in 
deliverance. 

A classic on the subject. 
Unger points out 

some of the erroneous 
views, and presents a very 
thorough and in-depth 
Biblical examination of many 

aspects such as: the origin of demons, demon 
possession, demonology and governments, 
demonology and eschatology, and deliverance 
from demons. Writing in the foreword Wilbur 
M. Smith says of the book that its supreme merit 
is, “that it holds closely to the word of God and 
discusses exhaustively and reverently the main 
passages which are interspersed in the divine 
records of both Old and New Testaments.” 
While somewhat ‘technical’ and involved 
in parts, it does provide a very worthwhile 
resource for study. 

War in 
Heaven
Author: 
Derek Prince

Biblical Demonology
Author: Merrill F. Unger

Aid us in 
our Strife,  
Vols. 1 and 2
Author: Arthur 
Neil



	> The Bonar brothers
	> EM Bounds
	> John Bunyan
	> David Baron
	> Ray Comfort
	> Jim and Elizabeth 

Elliot
	> Arnold Fruchtenbaum
	> Sam Gordon
	> Ada Habershon
	> Mark Hitchcock
	> H Wayne House
	> Harry Ironside
	> David Jeremiah
	> Tim La Haye
	> Lance Lambert
	> Martin Lloyd Jones
	> CH Mackintosh
	> FE Marsh
	> FB Meyer
	> G Campbell Morgan
	> Andrew Murray
	> Watchman Nee

	> Stephen Olford
	> J Edwin Orr
	> Jessie Penn Lewis
	> AJ Pollock
	> Derek Prince
	> JC Ryle
	> Adolph Saphir
	> Erich Sauer
	> WG Scroggie
	> CW Slemming
	> CH Spurgeon
	> FA Tatford
	> RA Torrey
	> AW Tozer
	> WE Vine
	> John Walvoord
	> Warren Wiersbe
	> David Wilkerson
	> Herbert Lockyer - The 

ALL THE series plus 
others

	> Rose Publishing - 
guides and pamphlets

RECOMMENDED
AUTHORS
Other authors whom 
we recommend are as 
follows:

“Till I come give 
attendance to reading, 
to exhortation, to 
doctrine” (1Tim 4 :13). 

These suggestions will 
help you to do that.

HAVE YOU EVER 
CONSIDERED HAVING A 
BOOKSTALL OR SMALL 
CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP?

Contact us if the Lord is speaking to you.

GRAIN FOR THE FAMINE
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CMFI
EVENTS
Annually CMFI and its members 
host two main events: 

SUMMER BIBLE WEEK
Details for 2025 to follow

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Details for 2025 to follow

REGIONAL DAYS 
Other one-day and weekend events 
are held throughout the year in various 
locations in both the UK and Ireland.

INTERNATIONAL
A CMFI conference in Ogun State, 
Nigeria is planned for 1st and 2nd 
Novermber, 2024.

KEEP IN TOUCH 
	> Be informed of upcoming events
	> Invite a CMFI speaker
	> Request more copies of the magazine

Email: 	 admin@cmfi.org.uk 
Tel: 	 +44 (0) 1872 263579



FOR THOUGH WE WALK IN 
THE FLESH, WE DO NOT WAR 

ACCORDING TO THE FLESH. FOR 
THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE 

ARE NOT CARNAL, BUT MIGHTY 
IN GOD FOR PULLING DOWN 

STRONGHOLDS, CASTING DOWN 
ARGUMENTS AND EVERY HIGH 

THING THAT EXALTS ITSELF 
AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF 

GOD, BRINGING EVERY THOUGHT 
INTO CAPTIVITY TO THE 
OBEDIENCE OF CHRIST.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5


